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Who among us hasn’t marveled at the diversity and beauty of shells? Or picked one up, held it to our ear, and
then gazed in wonder at its shape and hue? Many a lifelong shell collector has cut teeth (and toes) on the
beaches of the Jersey Shore, the Outer Banks, or the coasts of Sanibel Island. Some have even dived to the
depths of the ocean. But most of us are not familiar with the biological origin of shells, their role in
explaining evolutionary history, and the incredible variety of forms in which they come.

Shells are the external skeletons of mollusks, an ancient and diverse phylum of invertebrates that are in the
earliest fossil record of multicellular life over 500 million years ago. There are over 100,000 kinds of
recorded mollusks, and some estimate that there are over a million more that have yet to be discovered.
Some breathe air, others live in fresh water, but most live in the ocean. They range in size from a grain of
sand to a beach ball and in weight from a few grams to several hundred pounds. And in this lavishly
illustrated volume, they finally get their full due.

The Book of Shells offers a visually stunning and scientifically engaging guide to six hundred of the most
intriguing mollusk shells, each chosen to convey the range of shapes and sizes that occur across a range of
species. Each shell is reproduced here at its actual size, in full color, and is accompanied by an explanation
of the shell’s range, distribution, abundance, habitat, and operculum—the piece that protects the mollusk
when it’s in the shell. Brief scientific and historical accounts of each shell and related species include fun-
filled facts and anecdotes that broaden its portrait.

The Matchless Cone, for instance, or Conus cedonulli, was one of the rarest shells collected during the
eighteenth century. So much so, in fact, that a specimen in 1796 was sold for more than six times as much as
a painting by Vermeer at the same auction. But since the advent of scuba diving, this shell has become far
more accessible to collectors—though not without certain risks. Some species of Conus produce venom that
has caused more than thirty known human deaths.

The Zebra Nerite, the Heart Cockle, the Indian Babylon, the Junonia, the Atlantic Thorny Oyster—shells
from habitats spanning the poles and the tropics, from the highest mountains to the ocean’s deepest recesses,
are all on display in this definitive work.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Bencomo:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled The Book of Shells: A Life-Size Guide to
Identifying and Classifying Six Hundred Seashells can be very good book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

Joyce Matchett:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is The Book of Shells: A Life-Size Guide to Identifying and Classifying Six Hundred
Seashells this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable
all of you.

Jake Harris:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Book of Shells: A Life-Size
Guide to Identifying and Classifying Six Hundred Seashells which is having the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's see.

Vincent Johnson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore this The Book of Shells: A Life-Size Guide to Identifying and Classifying Six Hundred
Seashells can make you sense more interested to read.
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