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Roger A. Crockett's comprehensive overview of Friedrich Durrenmatt's dramatic and narrative oeuvre
reveals the international importance of one of Switzerland's most talented and scandalous playwrights.
Durrenmatt gained fame beyond the Swiss borders in the early 1950s with the serialized detective novel "The
Judge and His Hangman" and a series of radio dramas. His worldwide acclaim, however, rests largely on two
dramas that have been canonized and anthologized as 20th-century classics of the world stage: "The Visit"
(1956) and "The Physicist" (1962). In "Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt", Crockett treats the acclaimed
masterworks as well as the failures, following Durrenmatt's conviction that the latter are often as revealing
about an author as the former. In addition to his thorough appraisal of Durrenmatt's dramatic canon, Crockett
also provides careful readings of the dramatist's prose works. This introductory volume explores the
playwright's chaotic universe, where God has retreated beyond the stars and where blind change is the real
prime mover, justice is corruptible, ideologies useless and tragedy no longer possible. Yet despite the
overriding pessimism of Durrenmatt's "Weltanschauung", the author argues that the playwright remains a
genial master of comedy. Through the laughter he allows his reader to see that all is not lost, that there are
virtues worth fighting for, and that there are still courageous Don Quixotes worthy of the title "hero".
Crockett contends that as a theorist of the modern German stage, Durrenmatt stands toe to toe with Bertolt
Brecht.
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From reader reviews:

Corene Albert:

The reserve untitled Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin
American Literature) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information
that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Understanding Friedrich
Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin American Literature) from the publisher to make
you more enjoy free time.

Elizabeth Edge:

The book Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin American
Literature) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Lisa Chaffee:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is definitely Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European
and Latin American Literature).

Jonathan Peterson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt
(Understanding Modern European and Latin American Literature) guide written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger
then you still uncertainty Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin
American Literature) as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.
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