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One of the best known examples of the hagiographic novel, this is the tale of an Indian prince who becomes
aware of the world's miseries and is converted to Christianity by the monk Barlaam. Barlaam and Josaphat
(Ioasaph) were believed to have re-converted India after her lapse from conversion to Christianity, and they
were numbered among the Christian saints. Centuries ago likenesses were noticed between the life of
Josaphat and the life of the Buddha; the resemblances are in incidents, doctrine, and philosophy, and
Barlaam's rules of abstinence resemble the Buddhist monk's. But not till the mid-nineteenth century was it
recognised that, in Josaphat, the Buddha had been venerated as a Christian saint for about a thousand years.

The origin of the story of Barlaam and Ioasaph—which in itself has little peculiar to Buddhism—appears to
be a Manichaean tract produced in Central Asia. It was welcomed by the Arabs and by the Georgians. The
Greek romance of Barlaam appears separately first in the 11th century. Most of the Greek manuscripts
attribute the story to John the Monk, and it is only some later scribes who identify this John with John
Damascene (ca. 676–749). There is strong evidence in Latin and Georgian as well as Greek that it was the
Georgian Euthymius (who died in 1028) who caused the story to be translated from Georgian into Greek, the
whole being reshaped and supplemented. The Greek romance soon spread throughout Christendom, and was
translated into Latin, Old Slavonic, Armenian, and Arabic. An English version (from Latin) was used by
Shakespeare in his caskets scene in The Merchant of Venice.

David M. Lang's Introduction traces parallels between the Buddhist and Christian legends, discusses the
importance of Arabic versions, and notes influences of the Manichaean creed.
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From reader reviews:

Kenny Hardy:

With other case, little persons like to read book Barlaam and Ioasaph (Loeb Classical Library). You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book
Barlaam and Ioasaph (Loeb Classical Library). You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Alyson Ward:

The book Barlaam and Ioasaph (Loeb Classical Library) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Barlaam and Ioasaph (Loeb
Classical Library)? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Barlaam
and Ioasaph (Loeb Classical Library) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

James Edgar:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Barlaam and Ioasaph (Loeb Classical Library) book is readable by
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with
Barlaam and Ioasaph (Loeb Classical Library) content conveys the thought easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you
still thinking Barlaam and Ioasaph (Loeb Classical Library) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Wanda Pence:

Precisely why? Because this Barlaam and Ioasaph (Loeb Classical Library) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.
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