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The City's Pleasures is the first historical investigation of the tremendous changes that affected the fabric and
architecture of Istanbul in the century that followed the decisive return of the Ottoman court to the capital in
1703. These were spectacular times that witnessed the most extraordinary urban expansion and building
explosion in the history of the city. Showing how architecture and urban form became involved in the
representation and construction of a changing social order, Shirine Hamadeh reassesses the dominance of the
paradigm of Westernization in interpretations of this period and challenges the suggestion that change in the
eighteenth century could only occur by turning toward a now superior West. Drawing on a genre of Ottoman
poetry written in celebration of the built environment and on a vast array of related textual and visual
sources, Hamadeh demonstrates that architectural change was the result of a dynamic synthesis between
internal and external factors, and closely mirrored the process of décloisonnement of the city's social
landscape.

Examining novel forms, spaces, and decorative vocabularies; changing patterns of patronage; and new
patterns of architectural perception; The City's Pleasures shows how these exposed and reinforced the
internal dynamics that were played out between a society in flux and a state anxious to recreate an ideal
system of social hierarchies. Profoundly hybrid in nature, the new architectural idiom reflected a growing
permeability between elite and middle-class sensibilities, an unprecedented degree of receptivity to Western
and Eastern foreign traditions, and a clear departure from the parameters of the classical canon. Innovation
became the new operative doctrine. As the built environment was experienced, perceived, and appreciated by
contemporary observers, it increasingly revealed itself as a perpetual source of sensory pleasures.
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From reader reviews:

Karla Walker:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for all of us. The book The City's Pleasures: Istanbul in the Eighteenth Century
(Publications on the Near East) ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book The City's Pleasures: Istanbul in
the Eighteenth Century (Publications on the Near East) is not only giving you much more new information
but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship with the book The City's Pleasures: Istanbul in the Eighteenth Century
(Publications on the Near East). You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Patricia Oyler:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is actually The City's Pleasures: Istanbul in the Eighteenth Century (Publications on
the Near East).

Christopher Hardnett:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be The City's Pleasures: Istanbul in the
Eighteenth Century (Publications on the Near East) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jennifer Stephens:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The City's Pleasures: Istanbul in
the Eighteenth Century (Publications on the Near East) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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