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In her long life, Annie Besant embraced political, religious, and social causes with equal conviction and
sincerity, courting ridicule and controversy by actively promoting unpopular ideas. At 26 she fled the shelter
of marriage to an Anglican clergyman and renounced her religious upbringing by joining the National
Secular Society. Under the influence of its president, Charles Bradlaugh, she wrote and lectured for the cause
of Freethought, and in 1876, achieved nationwide fame by defending birth control in a public court. She
converted to socialism and through her friendship with Bernard Shaw joined the Fabian Society. In 1888
Besant played a leading role in the Bryant and May match girls' strike and became Secretary of the trade
union they founded. But by 1891 she had fallen out of sympathy with socialists and turned instead to
Theosophy and its eccentric prophet, Madame Blavatsky. Thereafter she divided her life between England
and the Theosophical Society's headquarters in India. She joined the Indian National Congress and was
interned in 1917 for her passionate advocacy of Home Rule. In this, the first full-length biography of Annie
Besant in thirty years, Taylor draws on previously unpublished letters to show that Besant was in love, not
with Shaw, but with journalist W. Stead who rejected her advances. The book reveals for the first time the
full extent of the Government of India's alarm at Besant's commanding position in the crisis of 1917, and her
bid for political and religious power in India.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Crider:

The book Annie Besant: A Biography gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Annie Besant: A Biography to be
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a book Annie
Besant: A Biography. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Ellen Kelsey:

Typically the book Annie Besant: A Biography will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book
very appropriate to you. The book Annie Besant: A Biography is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Bennett Fox:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Annie Besant: A Biography reserve written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have
read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still question Annie Besant: A Biography as good book not just by the
cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Maria Mariani:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of book Annie
Besant: A Biography. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might
add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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