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“An invigorating (and convincing) challenge to the cornerstone assumptions of virtually all contemporary
literary criticism . . . this study lays the groundwork for a dynamic new approach to reading literature. Sure
to be controversial, its fundamental right-headedness should help to open debate on the nature of literary
criticism across numerous disciplines.”—William W. Demastes, Louisiana State University

Michael Patrick Gillespie employs concepts of post-Einsteinian physics as the metaphoric and dialectic
foundation for an alternative method of interpreting literature. His central argument revolves around the
notion that the most useful literary criticism is that which comes closest to the process of reading.  He argues
that since our reading is not circumscribed by Cartesian cause-and-effect principles, our literary criticism
should not be bound by linear thinking. Using examples that range from the Book of Job to Harry Potter and
the Sorcerer’s Stone, Gillespie demonstrates how nonlinear perception vastly enhances one’s ability to
understand diverse forms of literature. 

Invoking theories from Einstein’s views on relativity, quantum mechanics, and chaos theories, Gillespie
applies his approach to different types of literary works, including a children’s fantasy: the Bible, The
Importance of Being Earnest, and Finnegans Wake.  In each case, he compares a nonlinear model of
criticism with the interpretation of established critical schools, focusing especially on elucidating both the
weaknesses in those schools and the multiple legitimate textual meanings in these works.

Providing clear, useful theoretical grounding in the basics of the new sciences, Gillespie draws from the
fundamental thinking behind these new conceptions of material existence to articulate a paradigm of literary
criticism that should be of value to all literary scholars.

?Michael Patrick Gillespie is Louise Edna Goeden Professor of English at Marquette University and author
of  several works, including Oscar Wilde and the Poetics of Ambiguity (UPF, 1996) and Joyce through the
Ages (UPF, 1999).
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Griffin:

The knowledge that you get from The Aesthetics of Chaos: Nonlinear Thinking and Contemporary Literary
Criticism is a more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Aesthetics of Chaos: Nonlinear Thinking
and Contemporary Literary Criticism giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this kind of The Aesthetics of Chaos: Nonlinear Thinking and Contemporary Literary
Criticism instantly.

William Kirby:

The guide with title The Aesthetics of Chaos: Nonlinear Thinking and Contemporary Literary Criticism has a
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Thomas Rojas:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Aesthetics of Chaos:
Nonlinear Thinking and Contemporary Literary Criticism that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick The Aesthetics of Chaos:
Nonlinear Thinking and Contemporary Literary Criticism become your current starter.

Jonathan Bean:

This The Aesthetics of Chaos: Nonlinear Thinking and Contemporary Literary Criticism is great publication
for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can state no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Aesthetics of Chaos: Nonlinear Thinking and Contemporary Literary Criticism in



your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?
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