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When Heinz Lüning posed as a Jewish refugee to spy for Hitler's Abwehr espionage agency, he thought he
had discovered the perfect solution to his most pressing problem: how to avoid being drafted into Hitler's
army. Lüning was unsympathetic to Fascist ideology, but the Nazis' tight control over exit visas gave him no
chance to escape Germany. He could enter Hitler's army either as a soldier... or a spy. In 1941, he entered the
Abwehr academy for spy training and was given the code name "Lumann." Soon after, Lüning began the
service in Cuba that led to his ultimate fate of being the only German spy executed in Latin America during
World War II. Lüning was not the only spy operating in Cuba at the time. Various Allied spies labored in
Havana; the FBI controlled eighteen Special Intelligence Service operatives, and the British
counterintelligence section subchief Graham Greene supervised Secret Intelligence Service agents; and
Ernest Hemingway's private agents supplied inflated and inaccurate information about submarines and spies
to the U.S. ambassador, Spruille Braden. Lüning stumbled into this milieu of heightened suspicion and
intrigue. Poorly trained and awkward at his work, he gathered little information worth reporting, was unable
to build a working radio and improperly mixed the formulas for his secret inks. Lüning eventually was
discovered by British postal censors and unwittingly provided the inspiration for Graham Greene's Our Man
in Havana. In chronicling Lüning's unlikely trajectory from a troubled life in Germany to a Caribbean firing
squad, Thomas D. Schoonover makes brilliant use of untapped documentary sources to reveal the workings
of the famed Abwehr and the technical and social aspects of Lüning's spycraft. Using archival sources from
three continents, Schoonover offers a narrative rich in atmospheric details to reveal the political upheavals of
the time, not only tracking Lüning's activities but also explaining the broader trends in the region and in local
counterespionage. Schoonover argues that ambitious Cuban and U.S. officials turned Lüning's capture into a
grand victory. For at least five months after Lüning's arrest, U.S. and Cuban leaders -- J. Edgar Hoover,
Fulgencio Batista, Nelson Rockefeller, General Manuel Benítez, Ambassador Spruille Braden, and others --
treated Lüning as a dangerous, key figure for a Nazi espionage network in the Gulf-Caribbean. They
reworked his image from low-level bumbler to master spy, using his capture for their own political gain. In
the sixty years since Lüning's execution, very little has been written about Nazi espionage in Latin America,
partly due to the reticence of the U.S. government. Revealing these new historical sources for the first time,
Schoonover tells a gripping story of Lüning's life and capture, suggesting that Lüning was everyone's man in
Havana but his own.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Williams:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Hitler's Man in Havana: Heinz
Luning and Nazi Espionage in Latin America. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Carrie Porter:

This Hitler's Man in Havana: Heinz Luning and Nazi Espionage in Latin America book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Hitler's Man in Havana: Heinz Luning and Nazi
Espionage in Latin America without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Hitler's Man in Havana: Heinz Luning and Nazi Espionage
in Latin America can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Hitler's Man in Havana: Heinz Luning and
Nazi Espionage in Latin America having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Kerry Erdman:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Hitler's Man in Havana: Heinz Luning and Nazi Espionage in
Latin America can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jose Roberts:

You may get this Hitler's Man in Havana: Heinz Luning and Nazi Espionage in Latin America by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to



choose correct ways for you.
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