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According to legend, the Garden of Eden was located in Iraq, and for millennia, Jews resided peacefully in
metropolitan Baghdad. Memories of Eden: A Journey Through Jewish Baghdad reconstructs the last years of
the oldest Jewish Diaspora community in the world through the recollections of Violette Shamash, a Jewish
woman who was born in Baghdad in 1912, sent to her daughter Mira Rocca and son-in-law, the British
journalist Tony Rocca. The result is a deeply textured memoir—an intimate portrait of an individual life, yet
revealing of the complex dynamics of the Middle East in the twentieth century.

Toward the end of her long life, Violette Shamash began writing letters, notes, and essays and sending them
to the Roccas. The resulting

book begins near the end of Ottoman rule and runs through the British Mandate, the emergence of an
independent Iraq, and the start of

dictatorial government. Shamash clearly loved the world in which she grew up but is altogether honest in her
depiction of the transformation of attitudes toward Baghdad’s Jewish population. Shamash’s world is finally
shattered by the Farhud, the name given to the massacre of hundreds of Iraqi Jews over three days in 1941.
An event that has received very slight historical coverage, the Farhud is further described and placed in
context in a concluding essay by Tony Rocca.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Norvell:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Memories of Eden: A Journey Through Jewish
Baghdad (Jewish Lives) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Steven Jones:

This book untitled Memories of Eden: A Journey Through Jewish Baghdad (Jewish Lives) to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your
list.

Susan Gaier:

Memories of Eden: A Journey Through Jewish Baghdad (Jewish Lives) can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Memories of
Eden: A Journey Through Jewish Baghdad (Jewish Lives) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information
could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Rebecca Goza:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Memories of Eden: A Journey Through
Jewish Baghdad (Jewish Lives) guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Memories
of Eden: A Journey Through Jewish Baghdad (Jewish Lives) as good book not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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