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Here David Oshinsky tells the gripping story of the polio terror and of the intense effort to find a cure, from
the March of Dimes to the discovery of the Salk and Sabin vaccines--and beyond. Drawing on newly
available papers of Jonas Salk, Albert Sabin and other key players, Oshinsky paints a suspenseful portrait of
the race for the cure, weaving a dramatic tale centered on the furious rivalry between Salk and Sabin. He also
tells the story of Isabel Morgan, perhaps the most talented of all polio researchers, who might have beaten
Salk to the prize if she had not retired to raise a family.

Oshinsky offers an insightful look at the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, which was founded in
the 1930s by FDR and Basil O'Connor, it revolutionized fundraising and the perception of disease in
America. Oshinsky also shows how the polio experience revolutionized the way in which the government
licensed and tested new drugs before allowing them on the market, and the way in which the legal system
dealt with manufacturers' liability for unsafe products. Finally, and perhaps most tellingly, Oshinsky reveals
that polio was never the raging epidemic portrayed by the media, but in truth a relatively uncommon disease.
But in baby-booming America--increasingly suburban, family-oriented, and hygiene-obsessed--the specter of
polio, like the specter of the atomic bomb, soon became a cloud of terror over daily life.

Both a gripping scientific suspense story and a provocative social and cultural history, Polio opens a fresh
window onto postwar America.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Barrett:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Polio: An
American Story? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different
opinion?

Nancy Kline:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Polio: An American Story book is readable by means of you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Polio: An
American Story content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Polio: An American
Story is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

George Chadwick:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Polio: An American Story can be good book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Amy Osburn:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Polio: An American Story guide written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Polio: An American Story as good book not merely
by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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