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Recent attention to hybrid cars that run on both gasoline and electric batteries has made the electric car an
apparent alternative to the internal combustion engine and its attendant environmental costs and geopolitical
implications. Few people realize that the electric car—neither a recent invention nor a historical
curiosity—has a story as old as that of the gasoline-powered automobile, and that at one time many in the
nascent automobile industry believed battery-powered engines would become the dominant technology. In
both Europe and America, electric cars and trucks succeeded in meeting the needs of a wide range of
consumers. Before World War II, as many as 30,000 electric cars and more than 10,000 electric trucks plied
American roads; European cities were busy with, electrically propelled fire engines, taxis, delivery vans,
buses, heavy trucks and private cars.

Even so, throughout the century-long history of electric propulsion, the widespread conviction it was an
inferior technology remained stubbornly in place, an assumption mirrored in popular and scholarly memory.
In The Electric Vehicle, Gijs Mom challenges this view, arguing that at the beginning of the automobile age
neither the internal combustion engine nor the battery-powered vehicle enjoyed a clear advantage. He
explores the technology and marketing/consumer-ratio faction relationship over four "generations" of
electric-vehicle design, with separate chapters on privately owned passenger cars and commercial vehicles.
Mom makes comparisons among European countries and between Europe and America.

He finds that the electric vehicle offered many advantages, among them greater reliability and control, less
noise and pollution. He also argues that a nexus of factors—cultural (underpowered and less rugged, electric
cars seemed "feminine" at a time when most car buyers were men), structural (the shortcomings of battery
technology at the time), and systemic (the infrastructural problems of changing large numbers of
batteries)—ultimately gave an edge to the internal combustion engine. One hopes, as a new generation of
electric vehicles becomes a reality, The Electric Vehicle offers a long-overdue reassessment of the place of
this technology in the history of street transportation.
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From reader reviews:

Doreen Harry:

Here thing why this particular The Electric Vehicle are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. The Electric Vehicle giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Electric Vehicle. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home
by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Electric
Vehicle in e-book can be your substitute.

Frank Keating:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Electric Vehicle book since this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Linda Henderson:

The book The Electric Vehicle will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book The Electric Vehicle is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the
e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Paul Steinbach:

This The Electric Vehicle is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for you
who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
data accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Electric Vehicle in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?
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