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"One part The Beauty Myth . . . and one part Backlash"*--a provocative exploration of who and what
a wife really is.

There is a wife crisis in North America, a brewing storm of conflicting forces swirling around what it means
to be a wife at the beginning of the 21st Century. The word is so fraught with ambiguity that it has become a
litmus test, eliciting from women emotions ranging from longing to antipathy, anxiety to derision. This crisis
is at the heart of Anne Kingston's The Meaning of Wife.

Delving into the complex, troubling, and sometimes humorous contradictions, illusions, and realities of
contemporary wifehood, Kingston takes the reader on a fascinating journey into the wedding industrial
complex, which elevates the bride to a potent consumer icon; through the recent romanticization of
domesticity; and across the conflicted terrain of wifely sexuality. She looks at "wife backlash," and the new
wave of neo-traditionalism that urges women to marry before their "best-before" dates expire; explores the
apotheosis of abused wives and the strange celebration of wives who kill; and muses on the fact that Oprah
Winfrey and Martha Stewart, two of the world's wealthiest and most influential women, are both non-wives
whose success has hinged on thier understanding of wives. The result is an entertaining mix of social, sexual,
historical, and economic commentary that is bound to stir debate even as it reframes our view of both women
and marriage.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Beasley:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Meaning
of Wife: A Provocative Look at Women and Marriage in the Twenty-first Century suitable to you? Typically
the book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Meaning of Wife: A
Provocative Look at Women and Marriage in the Twenty-first Centuryis the one of several books in which
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Lindsey Putman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Meaning of Wife: A Provocative Look at Women and
Marriage in the Twenty-first Century can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Robert Shelby:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Meaning of Wife: A Provocative Look
at Women and Marriage in the Twenty-first Century is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Lois Huseby:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With
the book The Meaning of Wife: A Provocative Look at Women and Marriage in the Twenty-first Century we
can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by
this book The Meaning of Wife: A Provocative Look at Women and Marriage in the Twenty-first Century.
You can more desirable than now.
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