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More Americans recycle than vote. And most do so to improve their communities and the environment. But
do recycling programs advance social, economic, and environmental goals? To answer this, three
sociologists with expertise in urban and environmental planning have conducted the first major study of
urban recycling. They compare four types of programs in the Chicago metropolitan area: a community-based
drop-off center, a municipal curbside program, a recycling industrial park, and a linkage program. Their
conclusion, admirably elaborated, is that recycling can realize sustainable community development, but that
current programs achieve few benefits for the communities in which they are located.

The authors discover that the history of recycling mirrors many other urban reforms. What began in the
1960s as a sustainable community enterprise has become a commodity-based, profit-driven industry. Large
private firms, using public dollars, have chased out smaller nonprofit and family-owned efforts. Perhaps
most troubling is that this process was not born of economic necessity. Rather, as the authors show, socially
oriented programs are actually more viable than profit-focused systems. This finding raises unsettling
questions about the prospects for any sort of sustainable local development in the globalizing economy.

Based on a decade of research, this is the first book to fully explore the range of impacts that recycling
generates in our communities. It presents recycling as a tantalizing case study of the promises and pitfalls of
community development. It also serves as a rich account of how the state and private interests linked to the
global economy alter the terrain of local neighborhoods.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Kelly:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Urban Recycling and the Search
for Sustainable Community Development will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some
sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or ideal book with you?

Deborah Oneal:

This book untitled Urban Recycling and the Search for Sustainable Community Development to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Michael Roberts:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Urban Recycling and the Search for Sustainable
Community Development why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Herman Pendergrass:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the Urban Recycling and the Search for Sustainable Community Development when you essential it?
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