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Everyone knows which books people buy; they can just look at the best-seller lists. But who knows which
books people steal? Who, for that matter, knows that authors ruin the book market by writing too much? Or
why book critics are not critical? Or why librarians need to throw out more books? Who, indeed, knows the
answer to that all-important question in our democracy: should presidents and presidential candidates write
books? (The answer is no.)

In this irreverent analysis of the book industry, John Maxwell Hamilton — a longtime journalist and public
radio commentator — answers these questions and many more, proving that the best way to study books is
not to take them too seriously. He provides a rich history of the book — from the days when monks
laboriously hand-copied texts to the tidal wave of Titanic tie-ins — and gives a succinct overview of the state
of the industry today, including writing, marketing, promoting, reviewing, ghostwriting, and collecting.

Throughout, Hamilton peppers his prose with spicy tidbits of information that will fascinate bibliophiles
everywhere. For instance, did you know that Walt Whitman was fired from a government job because his
boss found Leaves of Grass, and its author, immoral? Or that the most stolen book in the United States is the
Bible, followed by The Joy of Sex? How about that Dan Quayle’s 1989 Christmas card read, “May our
nation continue to be a beakon of hope to the world”? Or that Casanova was an ardent lover of books as well
as women?

Hamilton offers an inside look at the history and business of book reviewing, explaining why, more often
than not, reviewers resemble “counselors at a self-esteem camp” and examining the enormous impact of the
“Oprah effect” on the market. As the self-appointed Emily Post of the book world, he advises publishers,
authors, and readers on proper etiquette for everything from book parties (“Feel free to build a party around a
theme in a book, no matter how tacky”) and jacket photos (“You should not show off your new baby unless
[your] book [is] about raising kids”), to book signings (“Just because an author has given you an autograph
does not mean they want to become your pen pal”) and promotion by friends and relatives (“They should
carry the book at all times on public transportation with the cover showing”).

Both edifying and enjoyable, Casanova Was a Book Lover fills a Grand Canyon–sized void in the literature
on literature. It is indispensable for book enthusiasts who want to know the naked truth about reading,
writing, and publishing.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Cook:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be smart
in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Casanova Was A Book Lover: And Other
Naked Truths and Provocative Curiosities about the Writing, Selling, and Reading of Books book as this
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it you know.

Carlos Vickers:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Casanova Was A Book Lover: And
Other Naked Truths and Provocative Curiosities about the Writing, Selling, and Reading of Books why
because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.

Patricia Carter:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Casanova
Was A Book Lover: And Other Naked Truths and Provocative Curiosities about the Writing, Selling, and
Reading of Books offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Rachel Glidewell:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With the
book Casanova Was A Book Lover: And Other Naked Truths and Provocative Curiosities about the Writing,
Selling, and Reading of Books we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being
creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end
up being doubt to change your life at this book Casanova Was A Book Lover: And Other Naked Truths and



Provocative Curiosities about the Writing, Selling, and Reading of Books. You can more inviting than now.
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