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However much the extending of America's borders may have seemed like destiny at the time, much of the
process was not as noble as its early proponents declared, and in the Southwest it represented at least
partially a deliberate land grab. The work of one rather eccentric idealist, a Virginian named Nicholas Philip
Trist, allows modern Americans to consider what happened during the years 1846-48 without what one
writer called "a thorough revulsion." Nicholas Trist (1800-74) was one of those rare public figures who
really live dangerously, prepared to risk everything for principle. Generally unknown today, and slighted or
scorned when mentioned at all, he was a man of importance in his time, for he defied a presidential recall
order and negotiated with Mexico the treaty that won for the United States the vast Southwest. Trist was
closely acquainted with the great ones of his time—including Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and
Andrew Jackson—and was esteemed by those who really knew him. This well-written biography of Trist is
also, then, a story of many of the important people and movements of his time. Trist was an idealist, more
uncompromising than his idol, Thomas Jefferson (who was also the grandfather of Trist's wife). Trist was
respected by many of his contemporaries and, surprisingly for a man of his unbending character, befriended
by many. Yet there were many who despised him. On two unrelated occasions, eight years apart, he stood as
the most controversial figure in America. In some ways, he was his own worst enemy, as Ohrt skillfully
shows. An astonishing haughtiness in a man of relatively modest station enabled him to condescend to
presidents, quarrel with military commanders, and hurl insults at the House of Lords. Yet the diplomats with
whom he worked in Mexico admired and respected him for his unfailing patience and courtesy under the
most trying conditions. Ultimately, his career was thoroughly destroyed by its one great, defining
achievement: the negotiation of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the peace that ended the Mexican War.
Ohrt demonstrates that Trist's quintessential character can best be distilled in a tribute he paid to another: "He
is . . . a true lover of justice." Only one Trist biography has appeared to date, and it does not cover the full
life and relationships as this one does. Sources for this imminently readable biography include the
voluminous correspondence of the Trist and Randolph families of Virginia, biographies of notables
mentioned, and the most respected histories of the times and events. Those interested in the diplomacy of the
era and especially of the U.S.-Mexican War will read with interest the story of the intrigues and rivalries
behind the political and military activities of the war, which are vividly presented here.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Jackson:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Defiant Peacemaker: Nicholas Trist in the Mexican War
(Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book Defiant Peacemaker: Nicholas
Trist in the Mexican War (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or
maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's read.

Patricia Oyler:

The feeling that you get from Defiant Peacemaker: Nicholas Trist in the Mexican War (Elma Dill Russell
Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide
inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise
but Defiant Peacemaker: Nicholas Trist in the Mexican War (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West
and Southwest) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Defiant
Peacemaker: Nicholas Trist in the Mexican War (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and
Southwest) instantly.

William Keller:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Defiant Peacemaker:
Nicholas Trist in the Mexican War (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest), you are
able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Rosa Rodriguez:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Defiant Peacemaker: Nicholas Trist in the
Mexican War (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) can be the solution, oh how



comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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