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In Infamous Commerce, Laura J. Rosenthal uses literary and historical sources to explore the meaning of
prostitution from the Restoration through the eighteenth century, showing how both reformers and libertines
constructed the modern meaning of sex work during this period. From Grub Street's lurid "whore
biographies" to the period's most acclaimed novels, the prostitute was depicted as facing a choice between
abject poverty and some form of sex work.

Prostitution, in Rosenthal's view, confronted the core controversies of eighteenth-century capitalism: luxury,
desire, global trade, commodification, social mobility, gender identity, imperialism, self-ownership,
alienation, and even the nature of work itself. In the context of extensive research into printed accounts of
both male and female prostitution—among them sermons, popular prostitute biographies, satire,
pornography, brothel guides, reformist writing, and travel narratives—Rosenthal offers in-depth readings of
Samuel Richardson's Clarissa and Pamela and the responses to the latter novel (including Eliza Haywood's
Anti-Pamela), Bernard Mandeville's defenses of prostitution, Daniel Defoe's Roxana, Henry Fielding's Tom
Jones, and travel journals about the voyages of Captain Cook to the South Seas. Throughout, Rosenthal
considers representations of the prostitute's own sexuality (desire, revulsion, etc.) to be key parts of the
changing meaning of "the oldest profession."
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From reader reviews:

Anna Yates:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Infamous Commerce: Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and
Culture book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange
for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver
to you. The writer regarding Infamous Commerce: Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and
Culture content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are
not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Infamous
Commerce: Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Paul Ring:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly
feel happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Infamous Commerce: Prostitution
in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Scott Burnett:

This book untitled Infamous Commerce: Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture to
be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get
a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by means
of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Nancy Chinn:

You can find this Infamous Commerce: Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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