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A thrilling, poignant, and bold memoir of the early years and accomplishments—both musical and
sexual—of renowned contemporary composer Ned Rorem

Ned Rorem, arguably the greatest composer of art songs that America has produced in more than a hundred
years, is also revered as a diarist and essayist whose unexpurgated writings are at once enthralling,
enlightening, and provocative. In Knowing When to Stop, one of the most creative American artists of our
time offers readers a colorful narrative of his first twenty-seven years, expertly unraveling the intriguing
conundrum of who he truly is and how he came to be that way.
 
As the author himself writes, “A memoir is not a diary. Diaries are written in the heat of battle, memoirs in
the repose of retrospect.” But careful thought and consideration have not dulled the sharp point of Rorem’s
pen as he writes openly of his life and loves, his missteps and triumphs, and offers frank and fascinating
portraits of the luminaries in his circle: Aaron Copland, Truman Capote, Jean Cocteau, Martha Graham, Igor
Stravinsky, Billie Holliday, Paul Bowles, and Alfred C. Kinsey, to name a few. The result is an early life
story that is riveting, moving, and intimate—a magnificent self-portrait of one of the great minds of this age.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Farley:

The book Knowing When to Stop: A Memoir gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Knowing When to
Stop: A Memoir to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and
read a book Knowing When to Stop: A Memoir. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Irene Howe:

The guide with title Knowing When to Stop: A Memoir includes a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist
in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Morris Sampson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is usually Knowing When to Stop: A Memoir.

Rose Heck:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Numerous books
that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Knowing When to Stop: A Memoir.
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