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Classroom Cheats Turn to Computers. "Student Essays on Internet Offer Challenge to Teachers." "Faking
the Grade." Headlines such as these have been blaring the alarming news of an epidemic of plagiarism and
cheating in American colleges: more than 75 percent of students admit to having cheated; 68 percent admit
to cutting and pasting material from the Internet without citation. Professors are reminded almost daily that
many of today's college students operate under an entirely new set of assumptions about originality and
ethics. Practices that even a decade ago would have been regarded almost universally as academically
dishonest are now commonplace. Is this development an indication of dramatic shifts in education and the
larger culture? In a book that dismisses hand-wringing in favor of a rich account of how students actually
think and act, Susan D. Blum discovers two cultures that exist, often uneasily, side by side in the
classroom.Relying extensively on interviews conducted by students with students, My Word! presents the
voices of today's young adults as they muse about their daily activities, their challenges, and the meanings of
their college lives. Outcomes-based secondary education, the steeply rising cost of college tuition, and an
economic climate in which higher education is valued for its effect on future earnings above all else: These
factors each have a role to play in explaining why students might pursue good grades by any means
necessary. These incentives have arisen in the same era as easily accessible ways to cheat electronically and
with almost intolerable pressures that result in many students being diagnosed as clinically depressed during
their transition from childhood to adulthood.However, Blum suggests, the real problem of academic
dishonesty arises primarily from a lack of communication between two distinct cultures within the university
setting. On one hand, professors and administrators regard plagiarism as a serious academic crime, an ethical
transgression, even a sin against an ethos of individualism and originality. Students, on the other hand, revel
in sharing, in multiplicity, in accomplishment at any cost. Although this book is unlikely to reassure readers
who hope that increasing rates of plagiarism can be reversed with strongly worded warnings on the first day
of class, My Word! opens a dialogue between professors and their students that may lead to true mutual
comprehension and serve as the basis for an alignment between student practices and their professors'
expectations.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Felix:

The book My Word!: Plagiarism and College Culture can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book My Word!: Plagiarism and
College Culture? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book My Word!:
Plagiarism and College Culture has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Sarah Davis:

This My Word!: Plagiarism and College Culture book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world
is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of My Word!: Plagiarism and College Culture without we recognize teach the one who
reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry My Word!: Plagiarism
and College Culture can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to
be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This My Word!: Plagiarism and College
Culture having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Josephine McIntire:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled My Word!: Plagiarism and College Culture your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about
every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get previous to. The My Word!: Plagiarism and College Culture giving you a different experience
more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So
now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Trina Durham:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As



we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this My Word!: Plagiarism and College Culture can make you sense more
interested to read.
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