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Mad hatter . . . pie in the sky . . . egg on your face. We use these phrases every day, yet how many of us
know what they really mean or where they came from?

From bringing home the bacon to leaving no stone unturned, the English language is peppered with hundreds
of common idioms borrowed from ancient traditions and civilizations throughout the world. In Red Herrings
and White Elephants, Albert Jack has uncovered the amazing and sometimes downright bizarre stories
behind many of our most familiar and eccentric modes of expression:

If you happen to be a bootlegger, your profession recalls the Wild West outlaws who sold illegal alcohol by
concealing slender bottles of whiskey in their boots. If you're on cloud nine, you owe a nod to the American
Weather Bureau's classification of clouds, the ninth topping out all others at a mountainous 40,000 feet. If
you opt for the hair of the dog the morning after, you're following the advice of medieval English doctors,
who recommended rubbing the hair of a dog into the wound left by the animal's bite.

A delightful compendium of anecdotes on everything from minding your p's and q's to pulling out all the
stops, Red Herrings and White Elephants is an essential handbook for language-lovers of all ages.
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From reader reviews:

Many Shirley:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Red Herrings and White Elephants: The Origins of
the Phrases We Use Everyd to read.

Lisa Walker:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Red Herrings and White Elephants: The Origins
of the Phrases We Use Everyd can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you
have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Red
Herrings and White Elephants: The Origins of the Phrases We Use Everyd.

Benjamin Herrera:

You can find this Red Herrings and White Elephants: The Origins of the Phrases We Use Everyd by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

David Murray:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Red Herrings and White Elephants: The Origins
of the Phrases We Use Everyd to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a
book and read it. Beside that the book Red Herrings and White Elephants: The Origins of the Phrases We
Use Everyd can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing
of this time.
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