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In the early decades of the twentieth century, prostitution was one of only a few fates available to women
and girls besides wife, servant, or factory worker. At the turn of the century, cities across China began to
register, tax, and monitor prostitutes, taking different forms in different cities. Intervention by way of
prostitution regulation connected the local state, politics, and gender relations in important new ways. The
decisions that local governments made about how to deal with gender, and specifically the thorny issue of
prostitution, had concrete and measurable effects on the structures and capacities of the state.

This book examines how the ways in which local government chose to shape the institution of prostitution
ended up transforming local states themselves. It begins by looking at the origins of prostitution regulation in
Europe and how it spread from there to China via Tokyo. Elizabeth Remick then drills down into the
different regulatory approaches of Guangzhou (revenue-intensive), Kunming (coercion-intensive), and
Hangzhou (light regulation). In all three cases, there were distinct consequences and implications for
statebuilding, some of which made governments bigger and wealthier, some of which weakened and
undermined development. This study makes a strong case for why gender needs to be written into the story
of statebuilding in China, even though women, generally barred from political life at that time in China, were
not visible political actors.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Oneal:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Regulating Prostitution
in China: Gender and Local Statebuilding, 1900-1937? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Robert Pinkerton:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Regulating Prostitution
in China: Gender and Local Statebuilding, 1900-1937 will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading
some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Ellis Cook:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you is Regulating Prostitution in China: Gender and Local Statebuilding, 1900-1937 this e-book consist a lot
of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Melvin Groth:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Regulating Prostitution in
China: Gender and Local Statebuilding, 1900-1937 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's see.
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