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The spirit of inquiry is the engine of democracy. The democratic process is nothing less than citizens
regularly asking what kind of society they want to live in and whom they want to lead them. But more and
more people are avoiding the whole messy business of questioning. Americans are instead being trained to
look for ready-made answers, with potentially dire implications for the health of our society.

In this impassioned new book, Andrea Batista Schlesinger argues that we’re besieged by cultural forces that
urge us to avoid independent thought and critical analysis. The media reduces politics to a spectator sport,
focusing on polls and personalities rather than issues and ideas. Schools teach to standardized tests—students
learn to fill in the bubbles, not open their minds. “Financial literacy” courses have replaced civics classes,
graduating smart shoppers rather than informed citizens. Even the Internet promotes habits that discourage
inquiry. Regurgitating search-engine results becomes a substitute for genuine research and reflection. Social
networks promote connection rather than engagement. With all the information available online, over a third
of those younger than twenty-five say they get no news on a typical day, up from 25 percent in 1998.

The situation isn’t hopeless. Batista Schlesinger spotlights individuals and institutions across the country that
are working to renew a healthy sense of curiosity and skepticism, particularly in American’s youth. It is, at
this point, an uphill battle but one well worth undertaking. The Death of “Why?” offers both a penetrating
socio-cultural critique of our current path and a way forward for cultivating inquiry and reinvigorating our
democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Christi Ross:

The book The Death of 'Why?': The Decline of Questioning and the Future of Democracy give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining
a book The Death of 'Why?': The Decline of Questioning and the Future of Democracy to get your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a guide The Death of 'Why?': The Decline of
Questioning and the Future of Democracy. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Eric Frances:

The book untitled The Death of 'Why?': The Decline of Questioning and the Future of Democracy contain a
lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice study.

Anna Gann:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Death of 'Why?': The Decline of Questioning and the
Future of Democracy can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have
thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Death of
'Why?': The Decline of Questioning and the Future of Democracy.

Vincent Humphreys:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the The Death of 'Why?': The Decline of Questioning and the Future of Democracy when you essential
it?
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