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"A truly pioneering work, perhaps the first by a practicing archaeologist to review coherently the
evolution of human cognitive abilities." ?Colin Renfrew, author of Before Civilization and Archaeology
and Language

Here is an exhilarating intellectual performance, in the tradition of Roger Penrose's The Emperor's New Mind
and Steven Pinker's The Language Instinct. On the way to showing how the world of our ancient ancestors
shaped our modern modular mind, Steven Mithen shares one provocative insight after another as he answers
a series of fascinating questions:

Were our brains hard-wired in the Pleistocene Era by the needs of hunter-gatherers?●

 When did religious beliefs first emerge?●

Why were the first paintings made by humankind so technically accomplished and expressive?●

What can the sexual habits of chimpanzees tell us about the prehistory of the modern mind?●

This is the first archaeological account to support the new modular concept of the mind. The concept,
promulgated by cognitive and evolutionary psychologists, views the mind as a collection of specialized
intelligences or "cognitive domains," somewhat like a Swiss army knife with its specialized blades and tools.
Arguing that only archaeology can answer many of the key questions raised by the new concept, Mithen
delineates a three-phase sequence for the mind's evolution over six million years?from early Homo in Africa
to the ice-age Neanderthals to our modern modular minds. The Prehistory of the Mind is an intriguing and
challenging explanation of what it means to be human, a bold new theory about the origins and nature of the
mind.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Nguyen:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Prehistory of
the Mind: The Cognitive Origins of Art, Religion and Science. All type of book would you see on many
resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Rosemarie Sanders:

The reason why? Because this The Prehistory of the Mind: The Cognitive Origins of Art, Religion and
Science is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as
help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had
been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Howard Joyce:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Prehistory of the Mind: The
Cognitive Origins of Art, Religion and Science, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you
still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Patricia Howland:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Prehistory of the Mind: The Cognitive
Origins of Art, Religion and Science can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this
one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have
The Prehistory of the Mind: The Cognitive Origins of Art, Religion and Science.
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