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This book offers a new interpretation of the transformation of French economic policymaking and state-
society relations over the past twenty-five years. In so doing, it challenges widely held views about the
preconditions for state leadership and for a vibrant civil society.

France has long been characterized as a statist or dirigiste political economy, with state "strength" predicated
on autonomy from a weak and divided civil society. Jonah Levy shows that this disdain for societal and local
institutions has come back to haunt French officials--what he terms "Tocqueville's revenge." The absence of
societal partners undermined the operation of dirigiste policymaking in the 1970s and early 1980s and has
made it difficult to forge alternative forms of economic coordination in the post-dirigiste period.

Levy argues that just as the French state has been weakened by an absence of societal and local partners,
French civil society has been weakened by the absence of a supportive state. In the 1980s, French authorities
invited societal and local institutions to relay state intervention, but did little to cultivate their economic
capacities. Taking the dirigiste state out of the French economy did not suffice to bring civil society back in,
however. The broader lesson is that revitalizing civil society requires an active, empowering state, as
opposed to an absent or indifferent state.
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From reader reviews:

David Veal:

Often the book Tocqueville's Revenge: State, Society, and Economy in Contemporary France will bring that
you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Tocqueville's Revenge:
State, Society, and Economy in Contemporary France is much recommended to you to study. You can also
get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is definitely Tocqueville's Revenge: State, Society, and Economy in Contemporary France.

Dustin Kellett:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Tocqueville's Revenge: State,
Society, and Economy in Contemporary France that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Tocqueville's Revenge: State, Society, and Economy in Contemporary
France become your own personal starter.

Stuart Perez:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide
that need more time to be read. Tocqueville's Revenge: State, Society, and Economy in Contemporary
France can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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